BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  25

Sex: Female

Country:  Ethiopia

Language:  Amharic/Conversational English 

Education: early high school

Legal Status: Temporary Permanent Resident

Time in Country:  5 years

Work Status:  Employed (works at family restaurant)

Children:  Two (6 years old)

Barriers:

· You can speak English but you cannot read or write it.

· You came to the U.S. with your husband and two small children, leaving your entire family behind.

· You have been alienated and have not made friends within the community.

· You do not have a driver’s license nor do you have access to the family bank account.

· You are afraid to tell anyone of authority that your husband is physically and mentally abusive, but you are worried about your two young children.  You often have marks and bruises and your daughters have begun asking why Daddy hurts you.

· You want to participate in your childrens’ education, but you are intimidated by school authorities and are afraid of the questions that will be asked after your son confided in his teacher about what he sees.

TASK:

· Attend parent teacher conferences alone

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How do you begin the conference, knowing what the son has told you in confidence?
	

	· Who do you as a teacher confide in with this information? 
	

	· What resources can you provide Tsega without scaring her from further interaction with the school?
	

	· In what ways can you include and encourage her to participate in school events?
	

	· What services are available for the children both in school and out to help them cope with the emotional aspect of their home situation?
	


