BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  38

Sex: Male

Country:  Ethiopia

Language:  Amharic/very limited English

Education: High School graduate

Legal Status:  Legal Permanent Resident

Time in Country:  2 years

Work Status:  Employed (Taxi Driver) 

Children:  4 (Age 7 – 18), Interrupted Schooling 

Barriers:

· You have just moved to a new county and do not have the same family network you had previously.

· The school year has not already commenced in your current county.

· Your two oldest children (15 and 18) have had interrupted schooling in several countries before coming to the United States for high school.  Your two youngest children have been in several schools both in Africa and the U.S. already.

· You are literate in your native language and completed high school, but cannot read or write English at all.

· You were not able to bring any birth certificates with you.  

· You rely on your 15 year old daughter to translate for you in formal settings

TASK:

· Attend a counseling meeting for your 18 year old son, who is preparing to graduate from high school.

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How would you proceed if you were Mikeyas?  Would you attend the conference?  Would you bring your daughter to translate or trust that the school will provide one?
	

	· As educators, what could you do beforehand to make Mikeyas feel welcome and comfortable with coming to the school?
	

	· What resources or assistance could you suggest to Mikeyas for helping his son through the college application process?
	

	· How could you begin to promote a school wide culture to make this process less daunting for immigrants so as to increase the likelihood that their children attend college?
	


