BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  35

Sex: Female

Country:  China

Gender:  Female

Language:  Chinese (Cantonese – Only)

Education:  College Degree (Accounting/Finance)

Legal Status: Temporary Permanent Resident

Occupation:  Store Manager (Chinatown)

Time in Country:   Three Months

Children:  Two (Eight Year Old Girl, Newborn)

Barriers:

· You have little to no English proficiency.

· You are unaware of the structure of the American school system, grade levels, course content, or academic calendar.

· You have extremely high academic hopes and standards for your daughter and want to make sure that she is enrolled in the best school possible, though you are unaware of the quality of the local school system and which schools may be accessible and appropriate for her.  

· You live, work and attend a Catholic church in a distinct monolingual Chinese community.

· Both you and your husband work full time, and you have brought your elderly parents to the US to provide childcare for both your elder daughter and your newborn infant.

TASK:

· Help your daughter succeed in her new school

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How can you utilize or help Mei tap into her community resources to assist her in choosing a school, enrolling and supporting her daughter as she begins school?
	

	· What advantages and disadvantages does she have in becoming part of her daughter’s academic community, and how can you help include her?
	

	· As her daughter’s teacher, what are some important questions you can ask or pieces of information you could attain that could help you better address her needs?
	

	· What questions can you ask her daughter’s ESOL teacher that might provide strategies to help facilitate her language and content acquisition?
	


