BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  27

Country:  Mexico

Language:  Spanish (only)

Education:  Less than HS (Primary)

Legal Status:  Undocumented via Land Border Crossing

Time in Country:  2 Weeks

Work Status:  Unemployed (Housewife) / Non-Migrant

Children:  Three (Age PK – 7), Interrupted Schooling 

Barriers:

· You do not have an established social network in your adopted city, and do not know where to go or with whom to speak about registration.

· The school year has already commenced

· Your oldest daughter has never attended a formal school, though she is seven years old, because she lived with elderly relatives in a rural area in Mexico while you were working in the US to save money and establish yourself abroad. 

· You are functionally literate, completed a 5th grade education

· You have a relatively moderate to high fear of being reported as an undocumented immigrant because your identification documents have been forged.  

· You have no medical or educational records in your possession for your children.  

· You are unsure of what documents you need to provide to register your children for school.

TASK:

· Enroll your children in a local public school. 

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How would you proceed if you were Marisol?  Would you attempt to enroll your children in the local school?


	

	· What other needs and Barriers do you feel she many have, and do you have suggestions for resources she may use as she establishes a life in the United States?
	

	· What are other ways both she and community members may advocate to address her concerns and struggles?  
	

	· As educators and community members how could you assist both Marisol and her children in both enrolling in and contributing to the school community?


	


