BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  22

Sex: Female

Country:  El Salvador

Language:  Spanish/Conversational English

Education:  Some High School (U.S.)

Legal Status:  Legal Permanent Resident

Time in Country:  10 years

Work Status:  Unemployed

Children:  Three (Age 2 – 7)

Barriers:

· You are a single mother with three small children.  The father of the children is not involved in their lives and does not contribute financially.

· You are functionally literate in English, but only at a 5th grade level.  You speak Spanish at home, but cannot read or write it well.  You received special education services in the same county that your children currently attend school and did not have a positive experience.

· Your oldest child (age 7) is currently being evaluated for special education services.

· You live in a small house with your mother, your children, your sister and her two children.  You share a bedroom with your three children.

TASK:

· Attend an IEP meeting for your oldest daughter.

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How would you proceed if you were Genesis?  Would you attend the IEP meeting?
	

	· What could you do as the teacher to prepare Genesis for the meeting beforehand?
	

	· What resources could you direct her to in order to help her advocate for her daughter?
	

	· What supports could you put in place to help Genesis support her daughter’s education at home?  
	

	· How could you help to change or overcome Genesis’ perception of special education and the school system?
	


