BIOGRAPHY:

Age:  15

Sex: Male

Country:  Guatemala 

Language:  Spanish

Education:  Primary (Fourth Grade Equivalent)

Legal Status: Undocumented

Occupation:  Unemployed

Time in Country:  One Month

Children:  None

Barriers:

· Student emigrated by himself, unaccompanied by an adult – enduring harsh and often dangerous conditions.

· Upon arrival in the United States, he was reunited with his father whom he had never met.

· His father worked three jobs to support them and send money to his mother and three siblings in Guatemala.

· During the day he is left alone in their apartment, afraid to come be detected and deported.

· He does not speak English and has a low level of L1 literacy.

· Although he has already been in the United States for one year, he has still not enrolled in school, and has remained completely isolated in his apartment.  

TASK:

· Enroll at your local high school

	Group Discussion Questions

	· What specific difficulties would Fidel face in attempting to register for school?
	

	· How do you think his traumatic journey to the United States will affect his desire or ability to begin, survive and thrive in school in the U.S.?
	

	· How do you think his family situation will affect his educational experience in the United States?
	

	· How will his interrupted schooling affect his ability to succeed in the United States?  What experiences do you have with students with interrupted schooling?
	

	· What could you do as a teacher, counselor or stakeholder in the academic community to improve his chances to succeed in the United States?
	

	· Why is his level of literacy in his native language important as he begins to learn English?  How could you support his language acquisition?
	


