BIOGRAPHY:

Age:   13

Country:  Sudan

Gender:  Female

Language:  Arabic/Amharic

Education:  No Formal Schooling

Legal Status: Refugee

Occupation:  None

Time in Country:   Three Weeks

Children:  None

Barriers:

· You have no formal education and have never been in a school.

· You are multilingual, but illiterate.

· Most of your childhood has been spent in a refugee camp and as a transnational migrant, spending little time in one particular community.  

· Your father immigrated to the US illegally then filed to receive protected status as a refugee, but could not bring you or any of your siblings at the time.  

· Your mother has passed away, and since, you have stayed with various family members in both Sudan and Ethiopia.

· You were able to immigrate to the United States to meet your father, but had to leave your siblings and extended family behind.

· Not long after his and your arrival however, your father committed a serious crime and was imprisoned indefinitely.

· You entered foster care in a family that does not speak your language.

TASK:

· Attend formal school for the first time at a U.S. middle school

	Group Discussion Questions

	· How do you imagine Alia feels -- caught at this pivotal developmental age -- at the mercy of a multiplicity of historical, geographic and political dilemmas beyond her control?
	

	· What topics may this student not want to discuss?
	

	· What are the first steps you would take to make her feel welcome at your school and in your class?


	

	· How can you use her experiences to develop cultural sensitivity in your students and staff?


	

	· What strategies can you use to help develop her literacy skills?
	

	· What resources are available in your community to both help the student make the transition to American culture and schooling, and to educate your other students about her history and experiences?
	


